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Introduction 

The world was shocked by how, after the start of Russia's full-scale 

aggression against Ukraine, the occupation authorities zealously 

undertook the eradication of everything Ukrainian in the seized territories: 

the destruction of Ukrainian literature, the demolition of monuments to 

Ukrainian national figures, the systemic indoctrination of Ukrainian 

children, and so on. 

However, few pay attention to the fact that virtually the same processes, 

on a slower and more covert scale, especially after 2020, are taking place 

in Belarus. The Lukashenko regime either covers for these processes or 

even facilitates them. 

Practically all levels of the current illegitimate power are infiltrated by 

agents of influence of the so-called "Russian World" (Russkiy Mir). After 

2020, they have further strengthened their positions within the 

Lukashenko regime’s vertical of power. 

The technology for the destruction of "Belarusianness" (belaruskaść) is as 

follows. The process of struggle is launched through pseudo-activists of 

civil society (Bondareva, Lushch, etc.), who send signals to the illegitimate 

authorities that certain people or phenomena supposedly pose a threat to 

the regime, but in essence, they simply do not fit into the "Russian World" 

(Russkiy Mir) narrative and work to maintain Belarusian national identity. 

Next, agents of the "Russian World" (Russkiy Mir) in the government or 

security structures (Karpenkov, Bedunkevich, Gigin) and even the media 

(Azarenok, Gladkaya) use this as a pretext to begin the persecution of 

people, the liquidation of objects, or the establishment of new bans on 

certain activities. 

This process is closely monitored and, where necessary, adjusted by 

ideologue-overseers (Dyukov, Mezhevich), who implant a "Russian" view 

of the history and modernity of Belarus into the public space. 
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All this activity is supported, primarily financially, by Russian foundations 

(Rossotrudnichestvo, the Gorchakov Fund, the "Russian World" (Russkiy 

Mir) Foundation). The activities of all these groups together are directly 

supervised by the Embassy of the Russian Federation. 

And now let us consider in more detail specific examples of such a 

struggle against Belarusianness in Belarus. 

1.​The Struggle Against Linguistic and Cultural Projects 

In recent years, Belarus has seen an intensification of pressure on 

everything related to the Belarusian language and culture — from 

educational projects to media initiatives. As early as 2021, "Mova Nanova" 

(Language Anew), a popular socio-cultural project for the study and 

promotion of the Belarusian language, was liquidated. Officially, the 

reason given was "unregistered symbols and the Belsat TV channel logo" 

located on the course website. 

By 2024, Shunsuke Shindo, a Japanese national who moved to Belarus, 

shared on his TikTok blog his attempts to find a language school in Minsk 

where foreigners could be taught the Belarusian language. However, he 

was unable to find such a school. To date, there is not a single language 

school in Belarus that teaches our language. 

On May 27, 2025, after a hiatus, the program "Padarozhzha Dyletanta" 

(Travels of an Amateur) returned to YouTube — a video project in which 

Yury Zhygamont travels through Belarusian towns, recounting their 

history, architectural features, local traditions, and legends. The program 

is conducted in the Belarusian language and warmly emphasizes the value 

of the national cultural heritage. However, pro-Russian propagandists 

Azarenok and Gigin launched a public harassment campaign and accused 

the author of anti-state activities. 

Even pro-regime figures have come under attack from pro-Russian 

activists. On December 27, 2024, Zoya Serada, the creator of the only 

3 



pro-government Belarusian-language Telegram channel "Verashchaka", 

(named after a traditional Belarusian dish) wrote that she was suspending 

her work due to a lack of time for content creation; however, it is possible 

she could not withstand the pressure from pro-Russian activists. They 

targeted Serada’s channel for its pro-Belarusian stance, which they equate 

with Russophobia. 

 

Yury Zhygamont — host of the program "Padarozhzha Dyletanta" (Travels of an Amateur). Video 
screenshot. 

In 2026, information emerged regarding new arrests of participants in 

cultural initiatives. For example, individuals from the "Parason" (Umbrella) 

space were also arrested — those who were involved in traditional crafts, 

lectures on Belarusian history, and Belarusian art. 

Thus, even the moderate promotion of the Belarusian language and 

Belarusian cultural themes becomes an object of hostility and political 

pressure, which testifies to the systemic restriction of national identity. 
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2.​The Struggle Against the Belarusian Wikipedia 

In recent years, the authorities in Belarus have been actively persecuting 

editors and administrators of the Belarusian Wikipedia. In 2025, editor 

Volha Sitnik was sentenced to 10 days of administrative arrest, and 

administrator Maksim Lyapushenka was detained in May of the same year. 

Previously, in December 2024, editor Staryj Olup was detained, and since 

March 2025, contact with administrator Kazimier Lachnovič has been lost, 

with pressure or detention suspected. Such actions create an atmosphere 

of fear among community members and hinder free editorial activity. 

As a result, a record-low number of new articles was recorded in the 

Belarusian Wikipedia in July: only 361 new articles were created during 

the month. In September, this figure rose slightly to 569, but it remains 

significantly lower than the previous levels of 900–1100 articles per 

month. Beyond personal persecution, the state also exerts pressure on the 

content of Wikipedia and restricts access to materials. In particular, the 

authorities accuse Wikipedia of bias and interfere in controversial issues. 

There are well-known cases of criminal prosecution of editors for making 

edits to articles, including Mark Bernstein and Pavel Pernikaŭ. 

The persecution of editors and administrators, the restriction of content, 

and the decline in community activity demonstrate how the state controls 

the information space and restricts freedom of speech. 

3.​The Struggle Against National Productions, Festivals, 

and Other Events 

The systemic struggle against national festivals, theatrical productions, 

and cultural events also demonstrates the gradual suppression of 

Belarusian identity. One striking example is the cancellation of the play 

"Till" in November 2021. The premiere was canceled after one of the 

characters uttered the phrase "Long live Flanders!", which provoked a 

negative reaction from the illegitimate authorities. Subsequently, the 

director and actors involved in the production were dismissed. Prior to 
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this, political purges took place in many of the country's national theaters, 

undermining the potential of, or even nearly destroying, many theatrical 

troupes. 

However, the cancellation of events does not always involve a clear 

political component. For instance, in 2022, the Catholic community of 

Belarus expressed concern regarding the cancellation of the international 

festival of spiritual music "Mahutny Bozha" (Mighty God), which had 

previously been held in the country. In the devastated Kupalauski Theater, 

productions are increasingly performed in the Russian language — 

something that almost never happened before. This problem also affects 

other theaters across the country. 

 

"Free Kupalaŭcy" (Volnyja Kupalaŭcy) — an independent theater group, the former troupe of the 
Yanka Kupala National Academic Theater in Minsk. Photo: facebook.com/kupalaucy 

On December 1, 2024, an exhibition of paintings by Ales Pushcha titled 

"Good Evening to Good People!" was scheduled to open at the Yanka 
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Kupala State Literary Museum in Minsk. The goal of the exhibition project 

was to present the ancient customs and rituals of Belarusians. However, 

following a denunciation by pro-Russian activists, the exhibition was 

canceled without explanation. Pro-Russian activists were also dissatisfied 

by the fact that the museum of the Belarusian writer and poet Yanka 

Kupala does not feature a single sign written in Russian. 

From January 25 to May 5, 2024, a literary and art exhibition dedicated to 

the 100th anniversary of the People's Writer of Belarus, Vasil Bykau, was 

supposed to be held at the State Museum of the History of Belarusian 

Literature. However, the exhibition lasted only 10 days and was closed on 

February 5. 

The Belarusian PEN Center reported that the "Sviata Sonca" (Holiday of 

the Sun) festival, held in Dudutki to mark Kupala Night, would not take 

place in 2025; its permit had been revoked. The grounds for this were 

criticisms from a pro-Russian activist who claimed the festival was a 

"neo-pagan sabbath with swastikas and runes." Additionally, BELTA 

removed the publication about the festival from its website. 

However, the agents of the "Russian World" (Russkiy Mir) do not always 

achieve victory in their struggle. Despite attempts to cancel it, the "Sviata 

Sonca" festival was indeed held in Dudutki in June 2025. The program 

included rituals, a concert, wreath-weaving, dancing, and performances 

by nationally-oriented groups. Although some events manage to be 

preserved, the pressure on organizers and restrictions from the authorities 

and pro-Russian activists are becoming constant practices. 

The cancellation of plays and festivals, pressure on organizers, and 

censorship demonstrate the gradual suppression of cultural identity and 

national traditions. 
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4.​The Struggle Against National Literature 

A considerable number of literary, historical, and scientific works have 

been included in the list of "extremist materials," primarily those in the 

Belarusian language and those concerning issues of Belarusian history, 

including nine issues of the magazine "Nasha Gistoryja" (Our History) and 

three issues of ARCHE from 2018–2020. More than 10 Belarusian books 

have been designated as "extremist materials". These include the works of 

Anatol Taras; the book "Forgotten Belarus" by Vadim Deruzhinsky; 

"National and Cultural Life in Belarus During the War (1941–1944)" by 

Leanid Lych; the monograph by Sviatlana Kazlova, "Agrarian Policy of the 

Nazis in Western Belarus: Planning. Provision. Implementation 

(1941-1944)"; and others. The list of books banned in Belarus is headed by 

"Essays on the History of Belarus (1795–2002)", written by the renowned 

Belarusian historian Zakhar Shybeka. On October 14, 2024, the court of 

the Baranavichy district and the city of Baranavichy recognized the 

popular science publication "Lastoŭski Vaclaŭ. Selected Works" as 

extremist. 

 

Literature added to the "Republican List of Extremist Materials" in 2025. Photo: penbelarus.org 
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Works of fiction are also becoming "extremist", such as the two-volume 

collection of works by the Belarusian classic Vintsent 

Dunin-Martsinkyevich, published by the state publishing house 

"Mastatskaya Litaratura" (Fiction Literature). Even earlier, the preface by 

Yazep Yanushkevich to Dunin-Martsinkyevich's book from the "Biełaruski 

Knigazbor" (Belarusian Library) series, as well as the classic's poems "The 

Winds are Floating" and "The Old Grandfather's Chat", were recognized as 

"extremist materials". Additionally, books from "Biełaruski Knigazbor" 

(Belarusian Library) reached the "extremist" list — works by Uladzimir 

Nyaklyaeu, Larysa Heniyush, Natallia Arsiennieva, and Lidiya Arabey, as 

well as "The Last Book of Mr. A." by Alhierd Bacharevič. 

At the request of the prosecutor's office, "extremist" publications are 

being removed from sale and seized from libraries. In 2023, it became 

known that Uladzimir Karatkievich’s novel "Kalasy pad siarpom tvaim" 

(The Ears of Rye Under Thy Sickle) was removed from the school 

curriculum at the demand of Gigin. 

Two publishing houses that produce literature in the Belarusian language, 

"Janushkevich" and "Knigazbor", have been liquidated. The website of the 

online library "Kamunikat" was recognized as "extremist materials" and 

blocked. The project, which originated in the Podlaskie region and was 

created by Belarusians in Poland over the course of 25 years, specializes in 

Belarusian literature. 

In February 2026, a wave of searches and detentions of book publishers 

and distributors took place. Among those detained were Vaclaŭ 

Bahdanovič, founder of the "Technalohija" publishing house; Andrei Kim, 

a well-known translator and author of the "Kinakong" project; Dzmitry 

Kolas, head of the namesake publishing house; as well as book distributor 

Aleś Jaŭdacha. Immediately after these arrests, independent publishers 

began to be declared "extremist" en masse, including those that had 

previously been considered safe. Among them are Gutenberg Publisher, 

the literary and human rights organization Belarusian PEN, as well as the 
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publishers "Kamunikat.org Foundation", Lohvinau Publishing House, and 

Andrei Yanushkevich Publishing. 

 

The novel "Kalasy pad siarpom tvaim" (The Ears of Rye Under Thy Sickle) by Uladzimir Karatkievich, 
2017 edition. Photo: lohvinau.by 

In 2024, only 893 titles of books and brochures in the Belarusian language 

were released in our country. Meanwhile, as recently as 2019, 1,271 titles 

were published in Belarus. During this time, the total circulation in the 

native language has dropped by almost 700,000 copies. 

The liquidation of publishing houses, the inclusion of books in the list of 

"extremist materials," and the reduction in the number of publications 

lead to the erosion of Belarusian cultural memory and literary heritage. 

5.​The Struggle Against the Belarusian Perspective on 

History 

The struggle against the Belarusian perspective on history in Belarus has 

become one of the key elements of the state ideology of the Lukashenko 
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regime, especially after 2020. The illegitimate authorities seek to establish 

a single interpretation of the past based on the Soviet legacy and the ideas 

of the "Russian World" (Russkiy Mir). To control history, by Lukashenko's 

decree of February 4, 2022, the Republican Council on Historical Policy 

was established under the Presidential Administration, which, in addition 

to historians, included officials and well-known propagandists. 

Furthermore, the Law of the Republic of Belarus "On the Genocide of the 

Belarusian People," adopted on January 5, 2022, allows for the 

prosecution of historical interpretations that differ from official ones. In 

education, science, and the public sphere, a narrative is actively promoted 

in which the history of Belarus is viewed as part of a common past with 

Russia, and any attempts to emphasize a European vector or 

independence from Russia are presented as falsification. 

The era of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth is characterized as a 

"difficult ordeal for Belarusians", while the incorporation of the territories 

of modern-day Belarus into the Russian Empire is associated with 

economic modernization and a long peaceful period that contributed to 

the "development of national-spiritual traditions". 

The period of the Belarusian People's Republic has been effectively erased 

from official memory. The white-red-white flag and the "Pahonia" (Chase) 

coat of arms are recognized as "extremist" symbols. In educational and 

state publications, the Belarusian People's Republic is presented as a 

negative alternative to the Soviet project, which displaces the true origins 

of Belarusian statehood. 

Belarus has been integrated into the unified narrative of the Union State. 

Symbols of the Russian Empire dominate textbooks and public spaces, 

while national liberation movements, such as the Kalinouski Uprising, are 

marginalized. 
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